
 

If we were as emotionally connected to God as we are to our political 
parties the world would be a better place!  I’ve grown tired of the political 

ads and in as much as everyone has the right to express their own views, I 
find people more emotional about political views than their own thoughts on 
God. I feel like someone might be more inclined to invite another to their 
party’s rally than to invite someone to their church. 

Even the pastor has political views but my heart and emotions are alive in 
my relationship to God. Someone with strong political views might say: 

1. Let me tell you about healthcare, and I would reply let me tell you about 
Jesus. 

2. Let me tell you about the state budget, and I would reply let me tell you 
how Jesus reached out to the poor. 

3. Let me tell you what we would like to accomplish the next four years,  
and I would reply let me tell you about eternity with God. 

Over the next week when life is all caught up in political views and emo-
tions that can feel all consuming, ask yourself: where have I made room for 
God in the very core of my being, and how am I living out that relationship?  
Each week we have a Jesus Rally in church, let’s get emotional about God. 

I want to thank all of you that helped to make the visit with the 
Bishop go so well. For all who made the refreshments, those who worked 

during the visit, and especially John in the skybox for the help! 
Finances: The September report shows us behind $11,000 so please 

help us when you can to make the yearly budget. A big thank you to all who 
have filled out the pledge drive forms for 2019. Please get yours in as soon 
as possible so we can support God and community to the best of our ability. 

Senior High Youth Group:  thank you for thinking of me while I was on 

vacation. I appreciated the office full of balloons, streamers and yes even the 
air horn connected to the bottom of my chair. I am now thinking how I may 
bring the same joy to you.  

 

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all, but     
whatever I have placed in God's hands,  that I still possess.”   Martin Luther 

We will soon be in the Advent season; may our thoughts be open to the 
renewed presence of God with us in Christ. I can hear the song “Mary Did 
Your know” playing in my mind already.   

Mary, did you know 
    That  your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 

Christ be with you, and I love you all! Pastor Jeff 
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The 

Asbury  

Connection  

Asbury Offices will be 
closed November 22 

and 23 for Thanksgiving 

2019 Estimate of Giving 

Cards 

  Thank you to everyone 
who returned their cards 
by Consecration Sunday 

(Oct 28)!  

Still going to pledge? 
Please return your       

Estimate of Giving ASAP. 

Deadline to submit 
info for the next Asbury 

newsletter is  Nov  16 

During Asbury preschool 
hours, zone locking is     

enforced.  

UMCOR thank you! 
 

Thank you for your dona-
tions for UMCOR kits. The 
school & hygiene kits will 
go to help those in need, & 
will be greatly appreciated! 

Current financial report 

through August 2018:  

-$11135 

When I first started working in Christian Formation a little over a 
decade ago, I remember being astonished when I read that the 
church is one of the only institutions that is actively working to en-
gage four generations at the same time. When attending a training 
a few weeks ago I was even more shocked to learn that the 
church is now looking at up to five generations engaged in ministry at one 
time. Stop and think about that for a moment.  

Sounds amazing, right? Well, herein lies the problem. Finding ministries 

that serve all five generations at the same time is extremely difficult. What 

one generation finds meaningful another finds old-fashioned. One generation 

sees something as life-changing and another sees it as too worldly. Because 

of this difficulty, most churches have developed age-related ministries: senior 

ministries; adult ministries; young adult ministries; youth ministries; and chil-

dren’s ministries. Believe me, there are more I can add to the list. Why did 

churches develop these different categories?  (go to page 3 to learn why!) 



 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

28 
Confirmation, 

11:05am 

29 

 

 
 

30 
 

Oct 31 
Wednesday     

regular schedule, 
below 

 Nov 1  

*TIPS-MAPP, 5:30-

9:30pm at Asbury 
*Missions, 6:30pm 

2 
Youth Lock-In 

3 

*InGathering 
*Youth lock-in 
ends at 9:30am 

4  “Fall Back” 1 

hour 

 
Confirmation, 
11:05am 

5 
 
 
Girl Scouts, 3:30pm 

6 

 
*Tutoring, 4-7pm 
*Bells, 5:15pm 
*Comm Choir, 6:30pm 

7 
ACE food pantry 
prep, 1:30pm 

8  *Care Team, 10am 

*Pastor @ Board of 
Camps mtg, 10am-3pm 
*Food pantry, 11a & 4p 
*SPPRC, 6pm 

9 
 
 

 

10 

 

 

11 

Veterans Day 
 

Confirmation, 

11:05am 

12 
 
 
Trustees, 6:30pm 

13 *Pastor @ 

Crestview, 9:30am 
*Tutoring, 4-7pm 
*Bells, 5:15pm 
*Comm Choir, 6:30pm 

14 

 

 
 
 

15 

*ministerial, noon 

*Alzheimer support, 4pm 

16 
Newsletter info Due 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 
Confirmation, 
11:05am 

 
 

19 

 
 
 
Girl Scouts, 3:30pm 

20  

 

*Tutoring, 4-7pm 
*Bells, 5:15pm 
*Comm Choir, 6:30pm 
*Finance, 7pm 

21 
 

*No WOW 
*No youth activities 

22 
 

Thanksgiving— 
Offices Closed 

23 
 

Offices Closed 

24 

 

 
 
 

25 

 

Confirmation, 
11:05am 

26 
 
 

27 *Pastor to 

Southfield, 9:30am 
*Advent study starts 
*Tutoring, 4-7pm 
*Bells, 5:15pm 
*Comm Choir, 6:30pm 

28  

 

 
Newsletter mailed 
 

29 

 

 

30 
 

 

Dec 1 

Comm. Choir 

Concert 

Every SATURDAY: Worship at 6pm.   Every SUNDAY: Worship at 10am; Fellowship, 11am. All welcome! 

May the Lord comfort loved ones of 

Kermit Luiken and Helen Cramer  

1: Arline Snell, Kim Stoakes, Roger 
& Nancy Lyons 
2: Richard & Patricia Trueblood 
4: Linda Bowers, Kaden Vaughn 
5: Melvin Longhenry, Virginia Tabor, 
Kathy Theobald 
6: Mikey Paisley 
7: Teagan Gourley, Aidyn Spencer 
8: Russilyn Bever, Nancy Lyons 
9: Carrie Elkin 
10: Lori Roosa 
11: Garrett Arnold 
12: Richard Arkland, Linda Moenck, 
Maria Trujillo, Nikki Ehn 
13: Jacob Hayes, Diana Patterson, 

Daniel Stoakes 
14: Kathy Anderson, Samantha 
Newman; Leo & Sherry Lambi 
15: David Toftee, Kevin Park, Kayla 
Brock 
16: Norma Jeane Bell, Rod 
Patterson, Rolland Stanley 
17: Gary Moenck, Shannon 
Theobald, Mitchell Yates; Brad & 
Pam Hayes 
18: Keith Baker, Kelsey Haren, 
Aaron Park, Doug Stoakes 
19: Ben Hayes, Travis Jacobsen 
20: Bonnie Kitterman 
21: Michael Kayser, Harlee 

Christeson 
22: Jane Berry, Taylor Mason 
23: Sheree Hoover; Richard & 
Sonya Carlson 
24: Erin Mickelson, Gerald Gourley, 
Amanda Sharar 
25: Dalton Draeger 
26: Rosemarie McNamer; Virgil & 
Marilyn Grubbe 
27: Lynne Chalfant, Pam Hayes, 
Michael Mason 
29: Joslin Gourley, Kathy Kolbeck, 
Luke Smith 
30: George Gourley, Geary Meyer 

Wednesday Schedule: 
 

Man to Man, quarter to 7:00am 
Women on the Walk, 9:30 coffee/10am class 
Middle School youth group, 3:30-5pm 
Meal, 5-6pm 
AWANA, 5:30-7pm (3yrs thru 5th grade) 
Choir practice, 6pm 
High School youth group, 6-7:30pm 
 

All are welcome, so bring a friend! 

Little Things Mean SO Much! For Asbury residents of 
local care centers, receiving the weekly bulletin is a way 
to keep in touch with their church family when they can’t 

get “out and about.”  
Volunteers are needed—and so appreciated!—to deliver 
bulletins to Crestview, Southfield, and Windsor Manor. 

Sign up in the narthex. Thank you! 



 

(Jennifer’s article continued from page 1)  
Partly because there are some cases where age-related ministries is needed. But the reason that almost all 

ministries are done this way is because it is easier than finding something that works for everyone.  
But I don’t want Asbury to be okay in taking the easy route. Research is showing the need for the            

generations to be interacting and learning together. And not just sitting in a worship service together; we 
rarely interact with one another. Not where one age is performing for another. Interacting in a way where all 
are growing in Christ.  

Going to be 100% honest with you—I do not have the answer for how we begin to do this here at Asbury. 

What I do know is that the future of the church, both Asbury and the church as a whole, needs to start explor-

ing how we can learn and grow together—that is the future of the church. Wouldn’t it be amazing if we could 

be on the leading edge of this? Are you willing to dream and work with me to make this a reality? ~Jennifer 

This Advent season we will be 
studying the book Because of 
Bethlehem.  In this study we will 
return to the reason behind the 
manger. We will look at how this 
story from more than 2000 years 
ago still applies to use today.    
Because of Bethlehem, we have a 

friend in heaven. We have a Savior in heaven. Christmas 
begins what Easter celebrates. The child in the cradle 
became the king on the cross. Because he did, there are 
no marks on our record, just grace. Because of Bethle-
hem, we have the promise God is always near us. Always 
for us. Always in us. We may forget him, but he never 
forgets us. 

Please consider joining Pastor Jeff and Jennifer as we all 

yearn to grow closer to our God and Savior this Advent 

season. Two class sessions will be offeredτ10 AM on 

Tuesday mornings and 6 PM on Tuesday evenings.  

Books are available in the narthex for $10. There is no 

need to sign up for a specific class time. The beautiful 

thing about having two offerings of this class is that you 

can jump back and forth depending on what works best 

for you that week!  

The Advent and Christmas season is 

not always filled with joy for people. 

For some, this time of year magnifies 

loneliness, anxiety, grief, and         

despair. While others are enjoying 

celebrations with their friends and 

families, those who are hurting often 

feel even more lost, abandoned, and 

alone than ever.  Knowing this, we want to 

make sure we are offering something for those 

who are struggling to find all of the joy this 

season. Blue Christmas: Devotions of Light in a 

Season of Darkness  is a 28 devotional includes 

Scripture, a meditation prayer and suggested 

Advent activities. If you would like one of these 

devotionals please sign up in the narthex and 

we will order one for you. The cost is $8.  

Ever wonder what it was like for the rest of the 
world on that night in Bethlehem so many years 
ago? Well, join us for the Christmas program this 
year and see one of the possibilities! The program 
this year, Live from Bethlehem, will tell the story 
through the eyes of first century reporters who 
are covering the census. One of the best things 
about this program? Asbury UMC performed this 
program in 1996. Some of the people who had 
roles in that performance now have children who 
will be performing in this go 
round. The kids are so excited 
for this added touch this year! 
Please join us in worship on 
Sunday, December 9, and pre-



 

The High School Youth Group showed their appreciation for Pastor Jeff by decorating his 
office for Pastor Appreciation and his return from vacation. See Pastor Jeffõs article on 
page one for his òthank youó to the high schoolers! 
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